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Fifth Form EAL Bridging Materials – summer 2023 

 

Background reading and understanding for IELTS units  

 

Read English language newspapers and websites as much as possible and listen to the news in English  

bbc.co.uk/news   theguardian.com  independent.co.uk telegraph.co.uk 

 

See topic wordlist which follows for a headstart on IELTS vocabulary. 

 

Unit 1 

Success and education 

https://www.ted.com/playlists/152/what_is_success 

Education in different countries 

How to be successful in your career path 

https://www.ted.com/talks/ted_dintersmith_why_schools_should_teach_for_the_real_world 

Unit 2 

Living together 

Health and self-esteem 

Social issues 

https://www.ted.com/playlists/191/stand_up_to_bullying 

Unit 3 

Fuel types 

Food waste 

http://www.ted.com/talks/tristram_stuart_the_global_food_waste_scandal#t-323628 

The future of energy 

https://www.ted.com/playlists/58/the_end_of_oil 

Unit 4 

Healthy body, healthy mind 

How to stay healthy  

Medicine  

https://www.ted.com/playlists/23/the_future_of_medicine 

  

https://www.ted.com/playlists/152/what_is_success
https://www.ted.com/talks/ted_dintersmith_why_schools_should_teach_for_the_real_world
https://www.ted.com/playlists/191/stand_up_to_bullying
http://www.ted.com/talks/tristram_stuart_the_global_food_waste_scandal#t-323628
https://www.ted.com/playlists/58/the_end_of_oil
https://www.ted.com/playlists/23/the_future_of_medicine
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Unit 5 

The environment 

Climate change – Grete Thunberg TED talk – www.youtube.com/watch?v+EAmmUIEsN9A 

Genetic modification 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mwzq-swl4cI 

Natural disasters 

https://www.ted.com/talks/r_saravanan_is_the_weather_actually_becoming_more_extreme 

Unit 6 

Going places – transport and travel 

Problems and solutions regarding traffic congestion 

Forms of transport 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oK7cPjiZyzw 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/good-tourist-bad-tourist 

Unit 7 

The World of Work 

Work-life balance TED talk – www.ted.com/nigel_marsh_how_to_make_wife_life_balance_work#t-58564 

Pressures of work 

Unit 8 

Art and architecture 

Art and architecture around the world 

The visual arts 

https://www.ted.com/talks/amanda_williams_why_i_turned_chicago_s_abandoned_homes_into_art 

https://www.ted.com/talks/walter_hood_how_urban_spaces_can_preserve_history_and_build_community 

https://www.ted.com/talks/justin_davidson_why_glass_towers_are_bad_for_city_life_and_what_we_need_i

nstead 

Unit 9 

Tomorrow’s world – the future 

Human population – sustainability 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Vr0N9Y_XFA 

https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_on_global_population_growth 

https://www.ted.com/talks/andrew_mcafee_what_will_future_jobs_look_like#t-276628 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v+EAmmUIEsN9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mwzq-swl4cI
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http://www.ted.com/nigel_marsh_how_to_make_wife_life_balance_work#t-58564
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https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_on_global_population_growth
https://www.ted.com/talks/andrew_mcafee_what_will_future_jobs_look_like#t-276628
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Unit 10 

New electronic media 

Censorship 

https://www.ted.com/search?q=censorship 

 

Academic English Wordlist follows below 

https://www.ted.com/search?q=censorship
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